Exciting News and New Developments
Simcoe Outreach Services and the Canadian Mental Health Association, Simcoe County Branch are very pleased to announce that effective December 1, 2009 we have amalgamated into one legal entity.  While our legal name is Canadian Mental Health Association, Simcoe County Branch our operational name is Simcoe County Addiction and Mental Health Services.

This decision was made to enhance services to clients experiencing one or both addiction and mental health issues.  Some of the benefits to clients include:

· Implementation of central intake services where first come and most in need are served first

· An increase in client resources through shared resources

· Increase services to addiction services and on call support 24 hours/365 days

· Walk-in support and quick response to all clients

· Increased assessment capacity to individuals experiencing Concurrent Disorders

· Greater flexibility to change and adapt services to the needs of clients

· A more holistic continuum of care and support

· Staff who are all cross trained in both addictions and mental health so that clients can be supported by one person

Fortunately the amalgamation has been a smooth transition as both agencies have a strong shared values and philosophy base of recovery and harm reduction.  This is a great starting point and will assist to keep focused on the individuals we support.

- Nancy Roxborough, Chief Executive Officer

